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Subpart M—Redemption of or Allowance 
for Stamps or Refunds

479.171 Redemption of or allowance for 
stamps. 

479.172 Refunds.

Subpart N—Penalties and Forfeitures

479.181 Penalties. 
479.182 Forfeitures.

Subpart O—Other Laws Applicable

479.191 Applicability of other provisions of 
internal revenue laws. 

479.192 Commerce in firearms and ammuni-
tion. 

479.193 Arms Export Control Act.

AUTHORITY: 26 U.S.C. 7805.

SOURCE: 36 FR 14256, Aug. 3, 1971, unless 
otherwise noted. Redesignated at 40 FR 16835, 
Apr. 15, 1975. Further redesignated by T.D. 
ATF–487, 68 FR 3752, Jan. 24, 2003.

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes 
appear at T.D. ATF–487, 68 FR 3752, Jan. 24, 
2003.

Subpart A—Scope of Regulations

§ 479.1 General. 

This part contains the procedural 
and substantive requirements relative 
to the importation, manufacture, mak-
ing, exportation, identification and 
registration of, and the dealing in, ma-
chine guns, destructive devices and cer-
tain other firearms under the provi-
sions of the National Firearms Act (26 
U.S.C. Chapter 53). 

[36 FR 14256, Aug. 3, 1971. Redesignated at 40 
FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975, and amended by T.D. 
ATF–48, 44 FR 55842, Sept. 28, 1979]

Subpart B—Definitions

§ 479.11 Meaning of terms. 

When used in this part and in forms 
prescribed under this part, where not 
otherwise distinctly expressed or mani-
festly incompatible with the intent 
thereof, terms shall have the meanings 
ascribed in this section. Words in the 
plural form shall include the singular, 
and vice versa, and words importing 
the masculine gender shall include the 
feminine. The terms ‘‘includes’’ and 
‘‘including’’ do not exclude other 
things not enumerated which are in the 

same general class or are otherwise 
within the scope thereof. 

Antique firearm. Any firearm not de-
signed or redesigned for using rim fire 
or conventional center fire ignition 
with fixed ammunition and manufac-
tured in or before 1898 (including any 
matchlock, flintlock, percussion cap, 
or similar type of ignition system or 
replica thereof, whether actually man-
ufactured before or after the year 1898) 
and also any firearm using fixed am-
munition manufactured in or before 
1898, for which ammunition is no 
longer manufactured in the United 
States and is not readily available in 
the ordinary channels of commercial 
trade. 

Any other weapon. Any weapon or de-
vice capable of being concealed on the 
person from which a shot can be dis-
charged through the energy of an ex-
plosive, a pistol or revolver having a 
barrel with a smooth bore designed or 
redesigned to fire a fixed shotgun shell, 
weapons with combination shotgun and 
rifle barrels 12 inches or more, less 
than 18 inches in length, from which 
only a single discharge can be made 
from either barrel without manual re-
loading, and shall include any such 
weapon which may be readily restored 
to fire. Such term shall not include a 
pistol or a revolver having a rifled 
bore, or rifled bores, or weapons de-
signed, made, or intended to be fired 
from the shoulder and not capable of 
firing fixed ammunition. 

ATF officer. An officer or employee of 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms (ATF) authorized to perform 
any function relating to the adminis-
tration or enforcement of this part. 

Customs officer. Any officer of the 
Customs Service or any commissioned, 
warrant, or petty officer of the Coast 
Guard, or any agent or other person au-
thorized by law or designated by the 
Secretary of the Treasury to perform 
any duties of an officer of the Customs 
Service. 

Dealer. Any person, not a manufac-
turer or importer, engaged in the busi-
ness of selling, renting, leasing, or 
loaning firearms and shall include 
pawnbrokers who accept firearms as 
collateral for loans. 

Destructive device. (a) Any explosive, 
incendiary, or poison gas (1) bomb, (2) 
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